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Introduction 

If you are launching a blog today, what do you need to know? That 

was the starting point for a series of posts aimed at getting people 

new to blogging up and running fast, originally published on 

PiggyBankPie.com. 

Why should you listen to me? I've been blogging since 2005. I run a 

successful freelancing blog, Get Paid To Write Online and blog 

regularly on other blogs, such as BloggingTips, Taking Off Travel Blog 

and the Appvita blog. 

When I started blogging there was no how-to manual, so there was a 

lot of trial and error. This free ebook aims to help you ace the trial 

and avoid the errors, launching your own successful blog without too 

much pain. 

Just to make it a bit more useful, I've added my recommendations for 

key blogging tools – they're not the only ones, but they are the ones I 

go to time and again.  

Happy blogging! 

  

http://www.piggybankpie.com/
http://getpaidtowriteonline.com/
http://www.bloggingtips.com/author/sharonhh/
http://www.parkrideflyusa.com/blog/
http://www.appvita.com/author/sharonhurleyhall/
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Hosting is a fancy word for storage of all the files that 

make up your website on a computer connected to the 

internet. This computer is always on so that people can 

reach your site at any time. 

1. Hosting 

One of the most important decisions you will make when you are 

thinking of starting a blog is how and where it will be hosted. There 

are pros and cons to each option. 

Free Blog Hosting Pros and Cons 

Advantages of using a free host are: 

¶ you can get your blog up and running within seconds 

¶ everything you need is provided so there is little or no setup 

work 

¶ blog software is updated automatically 

¶ quick search engine indexing 

¶ you can focus on content 

¶ it’s free 

 

 

However, there are some disadvantages: 
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¶ The free host could disappear overnight, taking your site with 

it 

¶ You may have a strange site name in the format 

http://hostname/username which may look unprofessional 

¶ Customization options may be limited 

¶ It may be difficult to upgrade later 

Paid Blog Hosting: Pros and Cons 

If you host your blog on your own domain, the advantages are: 

¶ your blog will be live for as long as you pay the hosting fees 

¶ you have complete control over the look and feel 

¶ you can have any appropriate domain name 

¶ it will look like a professional site 
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However, even getting your own domain has disadvantages: 

¶ you have to focus on site admin rather than just content 

¶ you will need to spend a lot of time customizing the site 

¶ you may need some programming knowledge and may have 

to update blog software yourself 

¶ hosting can be expensive 

Making the Choice 

So, which do you go for? In many cases it depends on how you plan 

to use your blog.  

Go for free hosting if you: 

¶ are not sure that you will stick with blogging but want to try 

it out first 

¶ are using the blog for a short time, such as for a project 

¶ are more focused on the personal rather than the 

professional 
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Go for paid hosting if you: 

¶ want your blog to reflect a professional online presence 

¶ don’t mind messing around with code and themes 

¶ want complete control over every aspect of your site 

¶ are sure you will be sticking with your blog 

Still none the wiser? Here’s what I do. I have several 

experimental/occasional blogs. I use free hosting for those. I have 

two blogs that I use professionally. They are hosted on their own 

domains which I am happy to pay for. And I’ve saved myself some 

time by choosing a host that automatically updates my chosen 

blogging software. 
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Platform means the 

software used to run your 

blog.  

2. Platform Choices 

Once you have decided on the type of hosting you want, it’s time to 

choose a platform. There are dozens of blogging platforms available 

and you don’t need to pay for 

them if you don’t want to. Even 

paid web hosts usually offer a 

selection of free blogging software that you can install with a single 

click. Here are some of the contenders. 

WordPress 

Available in both hosted and self hosted versions, WordPress is open 

source software used on hundreds of thousands of blogs, including 

many of Technorati top 100. So if you choose WordPress you will be 

in good company. You can either sign up for a free account 

at Wordpress.com, download the software and install it on your 

domain or (my favourite option), choose a web host that offers a 1-

click Wordpress install and get started. WordPress is great because: 

  

http://piggybankpie.com/starting-a-blog/getting-started-with-blogging-hosting/
http://wordpress.org/
http://royal.pingdom.com/2009/01/15/the-blog-platforms-of-choice-among-the-top-100-blogs/
http://wordpress.com/
http://wordpress.org/hosting/
http://wordpress.org/hosting/
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¶ it is easy to use - it takes seconds to publish a post 

¶ you can customize it with one of hundreds of themes (on the 

hosted version you have to use the ones built into the 

system) 

¶ you can add functions with plugins (when you use self-hosted 

WordPress) 

¶ it has great content management features 

¶ there is a lot of information out there on every aspect of 

using it 

WordPress is my favourite blogging platform. If you are looking to 

make money from affiliate products and advertising, you will need to 

go for the self hosted version. 

TypePad/Movable Type 

This is another popular platform. TypePad is the paid version, 

with Movable Type being the free version. Created by SixApart, this is 

the second most used blog platform by the top 100 blogs, and other 

stats also support this.  

  

http://www.movabletype.com/
http://trends.builtwith.com/?tag=blog
http://trends.builtwith.com/?tag=blog
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Google Analytics is an 

online application that 

measures the way people 

interact with your blog or 

site. For example, you can 

see what pages they 

visited and how long they 

stayed. 

TypePad and Movable Type benefits include: 

¶ a wide range of templates to customize your design 

¶ built in spam protection 

¶ great content management features 

¶ a strong, active community 

I last used TypePad a few years ago and didn’t find it as easy to use as 

WordPress, but thousands of people would disagree with me, so try 

it for yourself. 

Blogger 

Blogger is a free blogging platform. You can use the hosted version, 

which will give you a blogspot.com URL or redirect it to your own 

domain. Blogger is great for trying out blogging, as you can get 

started within five minutes even if you have never blogged before. 

Blogger is great because: 

¶ it is easy to use 

¶ you can customize it with built in or other templates - there 

are hundreds available 

¶ it is owned by Google, 

so your blog is indexed 

quickly and regularly 

http://blogger.com/
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Adsense is a contextual 

advertising program 

ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻƻƎƭŜΦ LǘΩǎ 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭΩ 

because the ads people 

see relate to the other 

content on the page. 

¶ there is easy integration with Adsense, Google Analytics and 

similar services 

I think Blogger is great for beginners, but I have found that after a 

while you want to do more with your blog and Blogger can be 

limiting. 

Other Choices 

These are the platforms which 

are most widely used, but 

there are many others which 

also have a large following. 

There’s a list of free blogging platforms here and you can also 

consider these others: 

  

http://www.webhostingsecretrevealed.com/blog-hosting/23-must-see-free-blogging-platforms/
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¶ Drupal (open source) 

¶ ExpressionEngine (free version, but you will have to pay for 

advanced features) 

¶ Joomla (open source) 

¶ Squarespace (paid) 

¶ TextPattern (open source) 

With some of the paid platforms, you can try some of the 

functionality for free. This is a great way to find a blogging platform 

that really works for you. 

  

http://drupal.org/
http://expressionengine.com/
http://www.joomla.org/
http://www.squarespace.com/
http://textpattern.com/
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A theme is a design for 

your blog. Think of it as 

choosing a new color 

scheme for your home. 

3. Free Themes 

Once you have decided on 

the type of hosting you want 

and the platform you will use, 

then it’s time to think about how 

your blog will look. 

How to Search 

There are a number of good ways to search for themes. I mostly use 

WordPress and will be using this in my examples. 

I use Google Blog Search to search for ‘new WordPress theme’, and 

then sort the results by date so that I can find themes that are 

recently updated. You can grab an RSS feed for any search, so add 

this to your feed reader to get a regularly updated list. 

Another resource I have used recently is Twitter Search, with the 

keywords ‘WordPress theme’. This is a great way to track theme 

discussion and many developers publish news of their new themes 

on Twitter. 

I have found some great themes using those sources, and you can 

also broaden the search by looking for ‘tema WordPress’ (which 

brings up themes by Turkish developers (as far as I can tell), ‘plantilla 

WordPress’ (Spanish) and ‘theme WordPress’ (which leads you to 

http://piggybankpie.com/starting-a-blog/getting-started-with-blogging-hosting/
http://piggybankpie.com/starting-a-blog/getting-started-with-blogging-platform-choices/
http://blogsearch.google.com/
http://search.twitter.com/
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French sites). From there, you can usually find a link to an English 

translation of a theme that you like. 

WordPress Theme Sources 

Weblogs Tools Collection regularly publishes updates on theme 

releases. If you’re already running WordPress then you will see the 

links in your dashboard. And don’t forget to check out hundreds of 

themes on Wordpress.org. There are some great free themes 

at Theme Hybrid and Pearsonified. 

It’s also worth looking at some of the premium theme developers as 

many of them also make free themes available. Some of these 

include: 

¶ iThemes 

¶ Elegant Themes 

¶ StudioPress 

  

http://weblogtoolscollection.com/
http://wordpress.org/extend/themes/
http://themehybrid.com/
http://pearsonified.com/
http://ithemes.com/
http://elegantthemes.com/
http://studiopress.com/
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Themes for Blogger and Movable Type 

There are also plenty of beautiful themes for Blogger and Movable 

Type. Movable Type lists themes here, with many more available 

from within the program itself through the Style Catcher. iThemes 

also has some free MT themes. 

For Blogger, as well as using the search methods listed above, you 

can choose from a number of great resources, including: 

¶ Blogger templates on AllBlogTools 

¶ The best places to find Blogger templates, published on 

ThemeLib 

¶ Mashable’s list of Blogger template resources 

With all these resources, you are sure to find a theme you like. In the 

next section we will look at customizing your blog. 

  

http://www.movabletype.org/documentation/themes/
http://ithemes.com/movable-type/
http://www.allblogtools.com/category/blogger-templates/
http://themelib.com/2009/01/reviews-of-the-best-places-to-find-blogger-templates/
http://mashable.com/2008/12/22/blogger-template-resources/
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4. Customization 

Once you have found the theme you like, you have a big decision to 

make: do you use it as it is or do you customize? The advantage of 

using the theme as it comes is that all you have to do is upload it to 

your themes folder (or follow the instructions for using it in Blogger), 

activate it, and you’re done. The big disadvantage of that is that 

yours could be one of thousands of blogs that look exactly the same. 

That’s one reason why it’s useful to customize. 

Customization is not for the faint hearted as it means messing around 

with PHP code and CSS (cascading style sheets). However, even if you 

know nothing at the start, you can do this. I have successfully 

customized several sites and I am not a programmer. Here are some 

of the ways you can change your WordPress theme. Make sure you 

keep a backup of all the original theme files so you can step back if 

you need to. 

¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ²Ƙŀǘ 

One of the first things you need to know when changing a WordPress 

theme is which files affect which part of the theme. For style and 

appearance you have a style.css file in your theme folder, while 

everything else is handled by a series of PHP files. The basics are 

header.php, footer.php, sidebar.php, single.php (for single posts) and 

page.php. Most theme folders also include PHP files for comments, 

http://piggybankpie.com/starting-a-blog/getting-started-in-blogging-free-themes/
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functions, archives and 404 pages but in many cases you won’t need 

to do anything with those. 

Simple Changes 

One of the easiest things to change to make your site a bit different is 

the colour scheme. For that you need an HTML colour picker or 

colour chart. These will help you to see which colours go well 

together and to make sure they are formatted so they work correctly 

in your stylesheet. Open style.css in Notepad or another text editor 

and find the colours you want to change. These are usually in the 

format #123456 or #123 (a combination of letters and numbers). 

Within the CSS file it’s easy to see which bit of code relates to the 

header, footer and so on. If you want to change the colour on the 

page from light blue to dark blue, then use a find and replace to 

make sure you have changed it everywhere. With many hosts, you 

can edit this file online, but I prefer to edit offline and keep a backup 

of the original so I can restore my site quickly if something goes 

wrong. 

Header and Footer 

One of the changes I always make in the header.php file is to replace 

the default RSS feeds with my Feedburner feed. While some themes 

enable this from an options page, not all do and it is a simple fix. Just 
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look near the start of the file for the lines that have some PHP code 

followed by RSS or Atom and replace the part within the quotes with 

the Feedburner URL. 

On the footer, I usually like to add my copyright (© plus my name) if 

it isn’t there, remove the live link to Wordpress and put my affiliate 

ID for the theme in place of the default link. 

Posts, Pages and Sidebars 

Changing posts, pages and sidebars can get complicated, but 

sometimes you need to do it. It might be a question of adding ad 

code to a certain spot on the sidebar, changing the text in the 

comment field or removing comments altogether from pages. 

When it comes to complex changes, the WordPress Codex is your 

best friend, as it explains all the tags you will need to change how 

your site appears. What you have to change will vary with the theme, 

which is one of the reasons that good documentation is an important 

factor in theme choice. Some of the things I have changed on themes 

include: 

¶ switching the order of tabbed boxes 

¶ including a field for my readers’ Twitter ID 

¶ removing the comment field from pages 

¶ inserting an ad before the comment box on single posts 

http://codex.wordpress.org/
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¶ editing the default text that appears on the sidebar 

As long as you keep a backup, playing with your theme can be fun 

and ultimately rewarding, as you gain a site that stands out from the 

rest. And if you want to customize but don’t want to do it yourself, 

then there are plenty of WordPress experts who will be happy to do 

it for you.  
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5. Getting Ideas 

One of the hardest parts of starting a new blog and keeping it going is 

finding ideas for the content. Since you want to post at least a couple 

of times a week (and some people recommend daily posting), then 

you need to have a steady flow of inspiration. 

In the early stages of planning a blog, I find it helpful to write down 

everything I can think of to do with the topic or topics I plan to cover. 

Then I leave that list for a while, and then go back to it to see what 

else occurs to me. However, there are also many other ways to 

research and find ideas for blog posts. What you use will depend on 

your aim for the blog. 

The Aim of Your Blog 

One possible aim for your blog is to rank well in the search engines. If 

that’s the case, then search engine optimization will be your main 

goal. In order to write posts that will get attention from the search 

engines, you need to find out what the trending and high value 

keywords are. 

There are several tools you can use to do this kind of research for 

free, including the SEO Book keyword suggestion tool, Keyword 

Discovery, WordTracker Keyword Questions, SEM Rush and the 

Google Adwords Keyword Tool. (You can find out more about these 
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tools in our recent post on Five Free Keyword Research Tools For 

Bloggers.) 

When you find the hot keywords write them down and see what post 

ideas they spark. See if any of your original post ideas can be 

tweaked to use these keywords. Although you are writing for SEO 

purposes, remember that you are also writing for people, so don’t 

overuse the keywords and use some variations to make your posts 

reader-friendly. 

Getting The Buzz 

Some people don’t really care about SEO but want to get people 

talking and connect with the wider blogging community. If this is you, 

then you need to know what people are blogging about so that you 

can join in too. Great tools for doing this are Yahoo Buzz and Google 

Trends as well as looking at what’s on the rise at Delicious, Digg, 

StumbleUpon and Technorati. 

In the early days, it won’t be enough just to blog about the same 

topics. You will need to back this up by promoting your posts on 

those the social sites listed above as well as on sites like Twitter. 

Speaking of Twitter, another place to find trending topics is 

on Hashtags, where you can see what people are tweeting about. 

The site gives the number of people using those hashtags, so if you 

http://piggybankpie.com/online-tools/five-free-keyword-research-tools-for-bloggers/
http://piggybankpie.com/online-tools/five-free-keyword-research-tools-for-bloggers/
http://hashtags.org/
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are able to dash off a quick post, you could reap the rewards by 

enjoying a quick burst of traffic. 

Now that you’ve got post ideas, it’s time to start writing and 

publishing content. There are also a lot of other management tasks 

that go with that and we’ll look at some of those in the next section.  
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Tags are words or phrases 

used to describe your 

posts. These can be the 

same as the categories or 

completely different. Tags 

help readers to find the 

content they need more 

easily. 

6. Planning And Management 

So you’ve got a great theme and great ideas for your blog - now it’s 

time to start posting your content. In most blogging software this is 

pretty straightforward. If you have ever used a word processing 

program, then you can write a blog post. As a minimum you need to 

specify a title, some content, and a category or tags, then you can hit 

publish and you’re done. 

But you can make your blog 

even more noteworthy by 

jazzing it up with images, music 

and video. ‘A picture is worth a 

thousand words’ is a phrase 

that has been overused, but it 

still has a ring of truth. There is no better way to immediately capture 

your readers’ attention than to have an image near the start of your 

post. 

Images And Multimedia 



Getting Started in Blogging by Sharon Hurley Hall  Page 27 

LǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛȊŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

images to a size that fits 

well within your theme. 

Ideally, the width should 

be no more than the width 

of your main content 

column. 

You don’t have to take the photos yourself (though you can). Instead 

you can go to a site which makes photos available for free. My site of 

choice is Morguefile which has 

thousands of photos on almost 

every topic you can imagine. Just 

put in your keywords, hit the 

search button and click on a 

thumbnail to see the image. Next, 

download it and it’s ready for uploading - or almost. I always resize 

my images as I don’t need a large, high res image for web use. 

Tools for resizing include Photoshop, Gimp, Windows Picture Resizer 

or a host of online tools. In Wordpress you can also add a caption to 

the image and place it wherever you like in the text. 

If you want to add other kinds of media, to a WordPress blog, such as 

MP3s or video, then it’s worth considering a plugin such as 

the Anarchy media player. This adds settings to your post 

composition window which allow you to embed video with only a 

couple of clicks. I’ve tried it the other way and using the player is 

definitely better. Alternatively, if you know you are going to use a lot 

of video, then choose a theme that has video functionality built in. 

  

http://www.morguefile.com/
http://an-archos.com/anarchy-media-player/
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Planning Your Content 

One way to keep your blog running smoothly is to have a plan. 

Darren Rowse suggests using an editorial calendar - and if you’re not 

sure where to start, there’s a spreadsheet that will help you. An 

editorial calendar is a way of determining what posts you will publish 

when. If you’ve been following this series, then you should have a list 

of post ideas ready. Try slotting them into a calendar to see where 

there are gaps. 

Some people import this as a new calendar into their web calendar, 

so they can see if a planned holiday conflicts with a posting day. If 

this happens, then you can take advantage of a great feature of most 

blogging software - future posting: the ability to write a post today 

and publish it in the future. This can really help with blog 

management, as you can set aside a few hours to create all your 

posts for a particular week, find images and load them up ready to 

go. Then all you need to worry about is handling comments when 

they come in. 

  

http://www.problogger.net/archives/2009/04/17/editorial-calendar/
http://andywibbels.com/2006/01/build-your-blogs-traffic-with-an-editorial-calendar/
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Comment moderation 

means holding comments 

in a queue so that you can 

check that they are ok ς 

not spammy ς before they 

show up on your blog. 

The dashboard is where 

you handle all of the 

administrative functions 

related to managing your 

blog. Every blogging 

platform has one. 

Comment Management 

When you start blogging, you 

don’t get many comments, 

though you may get a lot of 

spam. I find it useful to turn on 

comment moderation, which is 

available in both Blogger and 

WordPress. In WordPress, you 

can also back this up with a 

range of anti-spam plugins. The 

latest version of WordPress also 

has great features for managing 

comments, allowing you to 

handle them all from the dashboard. If you happen to be running an 

older version, then try Better Comments Manager.  

http://piggybankpie.com/online-tools/three-abandoned-wordpress-plugins/
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7. Stats 

A key issue to tackle when you start blogging is blog statistics. That 

will give you a detailed picture of how people are using your blog and 

what you need to do to improve it. There are several key measures 

that any good stats or analytics program covers. Let’s look at a few of 

the most important. 

Visitor Analysis 

When it comes to visitors, your stats package will tell you how many 

visitors are coming to your blog each day and what they are looking 

at. Depending on the package you may be able to break those figures 

down even more, so that you know which country they came from 

and how they found your blog (referrers, in stats-speak). It’s 

important to look not just at the overall visitor numbers, but at the 

unique visitor numbers so that you know both how many individuals 

visited your blog and how many visited more than once. 

Page Analysis 

Other important stats are those relating to individual pages. You 

should be able to tell by looking at your stats which posts got a lot of 

attention and which were largely ignored. Having a successful blog is 

a matter of writing more of the first type of post and less of the 
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Your site is sticky when 

visitors stay on it for a 

long time, visiting multiple 

pages. 

second. You should also be able to tell how much time people spent 

looking at your site. 

For example, did they follow a link from StumbleUpon, stop by for 30 

seconds and exit, or did they find your site via Delicious, and take a 

couple of minutes to look around? 

The answer to this will tell you 

whether your site is sticky 

enough. Looking at stats relating 

to entrance and exit pages will 

help you tweak your blog content to keep more visitors on your site 

for longer. 

Keyword Analysis 

A good stats package will also track the keywords that people use to 

find your site. This is a good way to tell if your search engine 

optimization efforts are working and if you are ranking for your key 

term. Getting this aspect right will also help your blog achieve 

success. 

You can find out more about web analytics in our No Frills Guide To 

Web Analytics, but now it’s time to look at some of the major 

stats/analytics programs available. 

Analytics Programs 

http://piggybankpie.com/inside-the-net/the-no-frills-guide-to-web-analytics/
http://piggybankpie.com/inside-the-net/the-no-frills-guide-to-web-analytics/
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There are dozens of analytics programs to choose from, as well as a 

few options focused mainly on bloggers. In this ebook, we focus on 

free web stats packages. 

Google Analytics. With the Google name behind it, there’s one thing 

you never have to worry about - running out of room to store your 

data. This analytics program is full featured and improvements to the 

interface have made it much more user friendly. You can find out 

almost anything about your blog or site with this package. One down 

side of Google Analytics is that its analysis is always a day behind. 

Clicky. Clicky is also full featured and has a wide range of social 

features that will appeal to bloggers, such as the ability to track 

Feedburner subscriber numbers and interact with your Twitter 

account from within the same interface. A killer feature is the Spy 

view, which lets you see how people are using your blog in real time. 

Woopra. This is another comprehensive stats package, which has 

been in beta and is due for release. It features real time stats so that 

you can see who is on your site and what they are looking at, as well 

as automatically tracking repeat visitors. 

AwStats/Webalizer. These programs are often provided by your web 

host and provide a good starting point for understanding visitor 

behaviour on your blog. However, they are not as full featured as 

other programs and overall visitor numbers may be misleading. 

http://analytics.google.com/
http://getclicky.com/9643
http://woopra.com/
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If you can’t decide which one to choose, check out this 

comparison on the Clazh website.  

http://www.clazh.com/ten-best-free-web-statistics-and-analytics-packages/
http://www.clazh.com/ten-best-free-web-statistics-and-analytics-packages/
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8. How To Improve Your Blog 

Nobody’s blog is perfect. If you don’t believe me, ask the hundreds of 

bloggers who took part in Darren Rowse’s 31 Days to Build A Better 

Blog project. Most people, whether they had been blogging for days 

or years, took away something they could use. But how do you 

improve your blog if you haven’t got someone leading you by the 

hand?  Remember that when you delve into your blog stats you can 

find out: 

¶ what attracts visitors to your site (keywords or content titles) 

¶ what makes them stay 

¶ what makes them leave 

¶ You can use the information you get to make your blog more 

attractive to your target audience. Here are a few ways to do 

this. 

Optimization 

First of all, let’s look at the content you already have. if people are 

landing on a particular post when they search for something, check 

to see whether you can edit it to make it even more relevant to that 

search term. Do some keyword research to find out about related 

terms and see if you can drop a few of those into your post. These 

will make it even more relevant for both readers and search engines. 

http://www.problogger.net/archives/category/31-days-to-building-a-better-blog/
http://www.problogger.net/archives/category/31-days-to-building-a-better-blog/
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Whatever you do, don’t stuff it with keywords. The idea is to tweak 

rather than rewrite. 

Write Something New 

Better yet, write a new post on the preferred keyword to make your 

blog even more relevant for the chosen term. I used this myself on 

my blog. I noticed that people were looking for help with writing 

portfolios and were finding a post I had written in 2006 or 2007. I 

looked at the comments in the post, checked the search terms and 

questions, and wrote a brand new post which answered those 

questions. That’s now one of the most popular posts on my blog. 

Highlight Related Content 

One way to keep people on your blog is to highlight content related 

to what they are looking at. If you blog with WordPress, there are a 

number of plugins that automatically display related content at the 

end of every post: 
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¶ Yet Another Related Posts Plugin (YARPP) 

¶ Aizattos Related Posts (no longer supported, but still working 

on my WP 2.71) 

¶ Similar Posts 

¶ WordPress Related Posts 

¶ Contextual Related Posts 

If you blog on Blogger, then try these solutions. 

Layout Tips 

There are also a number of other options for keeping readers 

interested. Things to try include: 

¶ Including sections in your header, sidebar or footer that show 

popular posts and most commented posts 

¶ choosing a theme that has featured posts functionality built 

in 

¶ adding images to every post 

These should all help to create an attractive and appealing blog.  

http://mitcho.com/code/yarpp/
http://blendworx.com/aizattos-related-posts-wordpress-plugin/
http://rmarsh.com/plugins/similar-posts/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/wordpress-23-related-posts-plugin/
http://ajaydsouza.com/wordpress/plugins/contextual-related-posts/
http://indianmonsters.blogspot.com/2009/01/show-related-post-widget-in-blogger.html
http://www.blogspottutorial.com/2008/11/how-to-add-related-post-widget.html?showComment=1230027780000
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9. Linkbuilding 

So you’ve got a new blog, but no-one knows it’s there? Don’t worry, 

all you need to do is start a linkbuilding campaign - and you don’t 

have to spend a dime to get the word out. Here are some great ways 

to build incoming links to your blog and promote its content. 

Press Releases 

Press releases are great because you get to tell your story your way. 

They are newsy and work best when they are about people and 

quickly answer the questions who, where, what, why, when and how. 

You could write a press release to announce the launch of your blog, 

to let people know about a special offer, to spread the word about a 

competition - you get the idea. There are dozens of sites where you 

can submit your press release for free. This list from Mashable is a 

good starting point. 

Blog Directories 

Submitting your blog to blog directories makes it easy for people to 

find your blog when searching particular categories. Some blog 

directories don’t even require a linkback. For those that do, you can 

specify which page the button appears on so that you don’t have to 

clutter up your home page. To get started with submitting your blog 

to search engines, try this list from Search Engine Journal. Also 

http://mashable.com/2007/10/20/press-releases/
http://www.searchenginejournal.com/20-essential-blog-directories-to-submit-your-blog-to/5998/
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consider adding your blog to directories with a social element, such 

as BlogCatalog. 

Answer Questions 

Set up a profile on Yahoo Answers or similar sites. You can ask and 

answer questions on topics related to your blog and provide related 

links to your content. Similar sites to try include Ehow and Helium. 

Comments And Forum Posts 

Two great ways to build incoming links to your blog include posting 

on forums and leaving comments on other blogs. On forums you can 

set up a profile which includes a link to your blog and create a 

signature which does the same. Target forums relevant to your niche 

and other forum members will discover your site and perhaps link to 

it. Similarly, comment on blogs that are relevant to your niche. Be 

sure to make comments interesting to get the conversation going. 

‘Nice post’ just won’t cut it.  

http://blogcatalog.com/
http://answers.yahoo.com/
http://ehow.com/
http://helium.com/
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Reuse Your Content 

You can also make more from your blog content by tweaking it and 

repackaging it for use on other sites. If you have a post that gets a lot 

of attention, create an article on the same topic and use it for article 

marketing. Your author bio or resource book can include a link to 

your blog. Another option is to create a Squidoo lens or 

a Hubpages hub with your content and include relevant links. Not too 

many, though, or your hub or lens will be seen as spammy. 

Guest Blogging 

Another good strategy is to use guest blogging. In fact, that’s how I 

got started writing for PiggyBankPie. Find some blogs that accept 

guest posts and write some suitable posts. You will meet a whole 

new bunch of people, some of whom may visit your blog and become 

regulars, and you will also get a link back to your blog. Read our 

series of posts on guest blogging to get started. 

Use these methods selectively and you should soon have quality 

inbound links to your blog - and that means higher search engine 

ranking and more traffic.  

http://www.steverenner.com/the-best-article-directories
http://www.steverenner.com/the-best-article-directories
http://squidoo.com/
http://hubpages.com/
http://piggybankpie.com/guest-blogging/bringing-our-guest-blogging-posts-together/
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10. Advertising and Promotion 

Advertising and promotion can really pay off when it comes to 

spreading the word about your blog. Although many of the link 

building activities you undertake also promote your blog, sometimes 

it’s worth spending a bit of money to get recognition fast. Here are 

some of the options. 

Google AdWords 

We’ve all seen Adwords ads. They appear beside search results and 

on website pages. They are short, to the point and related to the 

page content, making you more likely to click on them. What if that 

click brought someone to your blog? All you do is get an Adwords 

account, create an ad and choose keywords (using one of the 

keyword tools we mentioned earlier) and set a budget for the 

campaign. You only pay when someone clicks the ad, rather than 

paying for display (hence the name pay per click advertising). There 

are dozens of pay per click advertising companies to choose from. 

Social Advertising 

StumbleUpon offers another way to promote your site. This site is 

based on users looking at and rating sites based on their interests. 

Your page becomes one of the sites they see when they click the 

Stumble button. Create a campaign by typing in your chosen URL, 

http://adwords.google.com/
http://www.payperclickuniverse.com/
http://www.stumbleupon.com/ads/
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clicking on the interest area it best fits, and streamlining who the ad 

should be shown to and your budget. The more people like your site, 

the more likely it is to get lots of traffic, so it’s a great return for a 

relatively small investment. 

Blog Advertising 

You have probably seen those little 125×125 pixel ad boxes on 

people’s blogs. These are not simply a way for bloggers to earn 

money, but a way for you to advertise your blog on other blogs and 

sites in your niche. All you need to do is sign up with a site, create a 

profile for your blog and specify the niche you are targeting. 

Depending on the ad system, you may have to buy ads with credits, 

buy ads with money, or show ads on your blog in exchange for having 

your ads on others. Three well known blog ad networks are 

BlogAds, Performancing Ads and Entrecard. Make sure that there are 

blogs in your niche with available ad space before you spend. 

  

http://www.blogads.com/
http://performancingads.com/
http://entrecard.com/
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Reviews, Free And Paid 

Getting someone to review your blog is another way to spread the 

word. While there are several sites that will review your blog for free, 

it may be worth spending some money for a paid review. The 

advantage of doing that is that you can specify that you get a broadly 

positive review. Paid reviews don’t cost much, especially if you don’t 

mind the Page Rank of the review site. The more popular the site is, 

the more the review will cost you, so you could spend between $10 

and $100 to get a good review. Popular paid reviews sites 

include ReviewMe, SocialSpark and PayPerPost, as well as many of 

the sites listed in our review of paid blogging opportunities. 

As you can see, there are several ways to advertise and promote your 

blog, and new ones come up all the time. If you are more concerned 

with connecting with bloggers, then advertising that focuses on this 

audience is probably the right pick. However, if you are seeking a 

more general audience, then perhaps pay per click advertising will 

better meet your goals.  

http://reviewme.com/
http://socialspark.com/
http://payperpost.com/
http://piggybankpie.com/make-money-online/ten-paid-to-blog-programs-at-a-glance/
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11. Monetization 

How can I make money with my blog? Many people ask that question 

once they get over the initial thrill of starting a new blog. Whether 

your blog is the start of an internet empire or something much more 

modest, it would be nice if it brought in some pocket change from 

time to time. Here are five ways to make money with your blog. 

1. Google Adsense 

Google Adsense is contextual advertising. That means that the ads 

match the content on the page. If my blog is about travel, my 

Adsense code will show travel ads. If yours is about parenting, then 

yours will show ads related to that topic. All you need to do is sign up 

for an Adsense account and you will be able to create ads for various 

parts of your blog. The header, sidebar, footer and at the start of 

posts are popular locations, but check out Google’s own heat maps 

for the best places to put your ads. 

The amount you will make depends on how often your content is 

viewed and how many times people click, as well as the amount 

available for each click. This varies from ad to ad. On my own blog, 

there have been months where I’ve earned enough for a Starbucks 

coffee and others where I earned enough to buy tickets to a 

Broadway show. Earnings fluctuate, but once your code is up you can 

pretty much forget about it till you hit the $100 payout threshold. 
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2. Text Links 

Another way to make money is to sell links within your existing blog 

posts. There are several companies you can sign up with, 

including Kontera and Text Link Ads. The idea is that the links are 

unobtrusive (not necessarily true for Kontera). With some companies 

you can limit the number of ad spots, exclude certain posts from 

displaying ads and take control of managing ads. However, many of 

them do it automatically once the code is installed. The earnings 

from these ads compare well with those from Adsense, but your page 

rank may drop if you use them. 

3. Paid Reviews 

Exactly what it says on the tin - you get paid to write a review on your 

blog. What you can earn depends on the company you choose, but 

earnings can range from $5 to $100 or more. Check out our list 

of paid to blog sites to get started. And many of the sites mentioned 

in our post on advertising and promotion also work well for 

monetizing your blog. 

4. Blog Ads 

BlogAds, Performancing Ads and Entrecard are just three of the 

networks you can join to display ads on your blog. In general, you 

http://www.kontera.com/
http://www.text-link-ads.com/
http://piggybankpie.com/make-money-online/ten-paid-to-blog-programs-at-a-glance/
http://www.blogads.com/
http://performancingads.com/
http://entrecard.com/
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have to set up a profile, decide what ads you will accept and how to 

get paid, and wait for the ad deals to come in. 

Of course, it helps if you actively promote the advertising space too. 

If you have a new blog, then you may find it difficult to earn a lot with 

blog ads, but if you have a popular blog or a blog in a popular niche, 

this could be a money spinner. 

5. Private Ad Sales 

You can also manage your own advertising. To do this you need to 

have a handle on your blog stats, so you know where your main 

audience is and how many people are visiting your blog. You can then 

use this information to set the right price for your ads. (A short cut to 

this is to look at what sites like ReviewMe and SocialSpark suggest 

you charge for ads.) 

You also need an easy way to manage ads. Two tools that work well 

for WordPress (there are many others) are WP-125 (free) and OIO 

Publisher (not free - $47). You can also enter ad code in your 

template manually. 

Private ad sales are a great way to maintain complete control over 

what’s shown on your blog. They make a good complement to other 

methods of advertising. 

http://www.webmaster-source.com/wp125-ad-plugin-wordpress/
http://www.oiopublisher.com/
http://www.oiopublisher.com/
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12. Blogging as a Business 

By now, you know almost everything we know about getting started 

in blogging, but there’s one more step many bloggers want to take - 

to turn their hobby or passion into a money making business. Here 

are some of the steps you can take. 

Build A Community 

If you have followed the steps in this ebook you will have begun to 

build up an audience for your blog, and this is essential if you are 

going to make it a business. For your blog to be successful, you need 

a blog community that is interested in what you have to offer and 

pre-sold on its value. Look at Darren Rowse’s Problogger blog for an 

example. The minute he mentions anything, thousands of people go 

to check it out. That’s the kind of leverage you’re working towards. 

The tips we have given on guest blogging, commenting on other 

blogs and joining forums will help you to build your community, as 

will providing quality content that keeps readers coming back. 

Offer Membership 

Perhaps you have special expertise or industry links that mean you 

can offer premium content. Turn part of your blog into a membership 

site (it’s easy to set up different levels in Wordpress) and you can 

make this content available to members only. The more quality you 



Getting Started in Blogging by Sharon Hurley Hall  Page 48 

offer, the more the word will spread and you will have a good source 

of recurring income. 

Buy And Sell Ad Space 

Businesses advertise and your blog should be no different. Use the 

blog ad companies we have recommended as a starting point for 

buying and selling ad space on your blog. Alternatively, broker your 

own deals with blogs in your niche. 

Become An Affiliate 

Select some affiliate products that will appeal to your target audience 

and promote them. It works best when you can recommend 

something you have used yourself, but that’s not always necessary as 

some products are an obvious fit. Promote these not only on your 

site, but through the other promotion methods we mentioned 

(forums, Squidoo lenses, hubs, article marketing). That will boost the 

revenue coming from your blog. 
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Create Your Own Products 

Even better than becoming someone else’s affiliate is creating your 

own information products (ebooks, courses, videos, podcasts and so 

on) that other people can promote for you. Let others become 

affiliates for your products and they will do the selling for you. 

All of these tips will help you get started with business blogging, but 

always remember that ultimately the more value you create with 

your blog, the more you will get back. Happy blogging! 
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Resources 

Here are some of the resources I have found useful when blogging. 

Hosting:  

¶ Bluehost  

¶ Dreamhost  

Themes: 

I pay for premium themes for my business sites. The themes I like 
best include:  

¶ WooThemes 

¶ Thesis theme 

¶ Headway WordPress Theme 

Understanding WordPress/Blogging: 

¶ Wordpress For Dummies (UK or US ) by Lisa Sabin Wilson 

¶ 31 Days to Build a Better Blog, by problogger Darren Rowse 

Keyword research tools:  

¶ SEOBook Keyword Suggestion Tool 

¶ Keyword Discovery 

¶ Adwords Keyword Tool 

¶ WordTracker Labs - Keyword Questions 

¶ SEM Rush 

  

http://www.bluehost.com/track/rappinhood/gsib
http://www.dreamhost.com/r.cgi?606925
http://www.woothemes.com/amember/go.php?r=201&i=l1
http://diythemes.com/?a_aid=4a4b919a5eff6
http://www.headwaythemes.com/affiliates/idevaffiliate.php?id=491
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0470402962?ie=UTF8&tag=doublehdesign-21&link_code=as3&camp=2506&creative=9298&creativeASIN=0470402962
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0470402962?ie=UTF8&tag=doublehdesign-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=0470402962
https://www.e-junkie.com/ecom/gb.php?ii=258839&c=ib&aff=15312
http://tools.seobook.com/keyword-tools/seobook/
http://www.keyworddiscovery.com/search.html?query=
https://adwords.google.com/select/KeywordToolExternal
http://labs.wordtracker.com/keyword-questions/questions?seed=travel&commit=Search
http://www.semrush.com/
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Finding photos for your blog: 

¶ Morguefile 

¶ iStockphoto 

¶ Stock.xchng 

¶ FreePixels 

¶ CompFight 

Stats 

¶ Google Analytics 

¶ Clicky.  

¶ Woopra.  

Press releases 

¶ The Best Free and Paid Press Release Sites 

¶ Press Release Sites: The Best and the Worst 

Article marketing 

¶ EzineArticles 

¶ GoArticles 

¶ ArticlesBase 

¶ IdeaMarketers 

Online backup  

¶ Syncplicity  

Disclosure: some of the links in this ebook and in the resources section are affiliate links for 

products that I have tried and am happy to recommend. 

Keep In Touch 

http://www.morguefile.com/
http://www.istockphoto.com/
http://www.sxc.hu/
http://freepixels.com/
http://www.compfight.com/
http://analytics.google.com/
http://getclicky.com/9643
http://woopra.com/
http://www.subhub.com/articles/the-best-free-and-paid-press-release-websites-and-when-to-use-them
http://cutewriting.blogspot.com/2008/08/press-release-sites-best-and-worst.html
http://ezinearticles.com/
http://goarticles.com/
http://articlesbase.com/
http://ideamarketers.com/
https://my.syncplicity.com/Signup/UserSignup.aspx?plan=free&token=XAA8SBJN
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If you have more questions about blogging or comments on this 

ebook, I’d be happy to hear them. You can contact me through Get 

Paid To Write Online or connect with me through Twitter, Facebook 

or LinkedIn.  

- Sharon Hurley Hall 

  

http://www.getpaidtowriteonline.com/contact/
http://twitter.com/SHurleyHall
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sharon-Hurley-Hall/67804826060
http://www.linkedin.com/in/sharonhh
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Feeling at sea when it comes to writing?  

Let Sharon Hurley Hall put your writing  

on an even keel. 

 

Services available: 

¶ Ebook writing ς you could have a book like this one 

¶ Article writing ς for web, for magazines, for general 

information or for article marketing 

¶ Blogging ς ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƻƻ ōǳǎȅ ǘƻ ōƭƻƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ 

¶ Ghostwriting 

¶ Proofreading and editing  

¶ Blog setup ς I walk you through getting a domain 

name, buying hosting, setting up a WordPress blog 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΚ  ς just ask. 

http://www.sharonhh.com/
http://www.sharonhh.com/contact/
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